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This report provides a summary and
evaluation of the Greening Consumption
and Production Massive Open Online
Course (MOOC), which took place from 31
May through 12 July 2017. This free six-week
facilitated course was organized by the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in partnership with the NBSAP
Forum, the Secretariat of the Convention
on Biological Diversity (SCBD), and The
Nature Conservancy. Offered
simultaneously in English, French, and
Spanish, the MOOC was aimed at
policymakers and practitioners working in
the area of sustainable consumption and

production.

The course’s objective was to provide an
overview of key issues related to
sustainable consumption and production
(SCP) and sustainable commodity supply
chains (SCSCs). It introduced the key
concepts and principles of green
consumption and production, the
international policy framework designed to
support SCP, and ways of integrating SCP
into key production sectors. It also
introduced SCSCs, and discussed how
biodiversity and SCSCs could be
mainstreamed into national development
planning.

The Greening Consumption and Production
MOOC reached a high number of
participants from NBSAP Forum target
countries with 1,393 registrants from 138
countries. Participants represented diverse
world regions including Africa, Europe,
Asia, South America, Pacific, Mesoamerica,
Caribbean, Eurasia, Middle East, North
America, and Oceania.

These participants demonstrated high
engagement throughout the course. There
were 1,225 attendees in 18 webinar sessions,
which were conducted in three languages -
English, French, and Spanish.

Twenty-three videos with nearly 40 hours
of footage were uploaded to the NBSAP
Forum YouTube Channel, and have
garnered 2,765 views as of August 2017.
Participants contributed 1,040 assignments
and 1,272 discussion threads in the course
room. The NBSAP Forum membership
increased to 3,341 over the six weeks of the
course. Participants contributed over 110
NBSAP Forum Threads comprising
comments, questions, and course

assignments. Participants who completed
all course requirements received a
certificate of completion signed by Magdy
Martinez Soliman, UN Assistant Secretary-
GCeneral, and David Cooper, Deputy
Executive Secretary, SCBD.
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The MOOC illustrates the NBSAP Forum
learning programme’s ability to reach and
influence key target groups: 42% of English
speaking participants were able to
influence policy in their job, and 97% of
those participants indicated they will use
their learnings from the course to influence
policy in the future. 63% of Francophone
participants influence policy, and 93%
indicated they will use what they have
learned in the course to influence policy in
the future. 32% of Spanish speaking
participants influence policy and 100%
indicated they will apply what they have
learned in the course to influence policy in
the future. Testimonials additionally
demonstrate impact of the course on
linchpin actors.

The course evaluation shows a high level of
engagement among participants in all the
components of the course: webinars,
lessons, homework assignments, and
discussion questions. Survey results reveal
participants’ satisfaction with the content
of the course in addition to their
interactions with the MOOC team and other
participants; 95% of English language
participants, 100% of French language
participants, and 97% of Spanish language
participants indicated they were satisfied
or highly satisfied. The course evaluation
soundly concludes that the MOOC has
reached its learning objectives.

The following report is divided into six
sections. The first section summarizes the
content covered during each week of the
course through online lessons, webinars,
homework assignments, and discussion
guestions. It is followed by selected
assignments for each week, a social media
report outlining participants’ engagement
throughout the course, an overview of
survey results, and selected testimonials for
the MOOC. The final section of the report
provides an overview of upcoming learning
opportunities with the NBSAP Forum.
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Europe: —

Morth America: 26 countries

2 countries
Mesoamerica: \
7 countries
Caribbean
7 countries
South Amenca:

12 countries

The CGreening Consumption and Production
MOOC engaged 1,393 participants from 138
countries.

The highest number of participants came
from the United States of America (179),
India (91), Colombia (73) and Mexico (63),
followed by Germany (52), UK (50), and
Cameroon (43). The participants
represented diverse world regions including
Africa, Europe, Asia, South America, Pacific,
Mesoamerica, Caribbean, Eurasia, Middle
East, North America, and Oceania.

Webinars conducted via the Go-To-Webinar
platform attracted a total of 1,225
attendees. Webinar sessions offered in
English, French, and Spanish featured 24
speakers during 18 online sessions.
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Asia
""" 18 countries

Eurasia

\ 6 countries

Middle East: -

o countries FPacific:

\ 9 countries
Africa:

42 countries

Oceania
2 countries

Webinar speakers were experts in the field
of green consumption and production and
hailed from the UNDP Green Commodities
Programme, UN Environment, lkea, The
Nature Conservancy, and many other
prominent institutions (See Annex for a list
of all webinar speakers). These sessions
were made available on the NBSAP Forum
YouTube Channel to participants who
could not attend the webinar. As of August
2017, these webinars - representing nearly
40 hours of footage in total - had been
viewed 2,765 times.

All webinar presentations and recordings
are available here.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1RUPAiiZAuBc0xJbtHJxgg
https://mailchi.mp/nbsapforum/all-webinar-recordings-available-greening-consumption-production-mooc
https://mailchi.mp/nbsapforum/all-webinar-recordings-available-greening-consumption-production-mooc

WEEK 1: WHAT IS GREEN CONSUMPTION

AND PRODUCTION?

The first week of the course
highlighted the world’s
pressing environment and
development challenges and
introduced the concept of
green consumption and
production. Participants
examined the current state
of the world’s biodiversity,
and explored the
connections between
biodiversity loss and
consumption. Participants
also gained insight into the
impact of their personal
consumption patterns as
well as the cumulative
impact of global production,
consumption, and
commodity supply chains on
biodiversity.

During Week 1, participants
contributed 390 posts in the
course room and more than
290 homework assignments.
They also engaged in
discussions on the NBSAP
Forum and NBSAP Forum
Twitter and Facebook.

For the weekly homework
assignment and discussion
guestion, participants were
asked to select one of the
three options. Participants
that chose to calculate their
ecological footprint
expressed surprise about its
high variation.

Examples of personal
commitments to reduce
ecological footprint included
introducing briguettes made
from post-harvest waste to
replace deforestation-ridden
charcoal production in
Uganda; reducing dairy and
meat intake; avoiding single-
use plastics; conserving and
sustainably using water and
electricity; using public
transportation; investing in
solar energy and rainwater
harvesting; recycling and
reusing; buying locally
produced fruits and
vegetables; using carbon
footprint monitoring apps:
encouraging others to reduce
their carbon footprint;
encouraging dialogue
between faith and ecology;
opting for SASSI green-listed
alternatives; avoiding paper
towels; unplugging
appliances not in use; using
video-conferencing instead
of air travel; and choosing
consciously between wants
versus needs, among other
things.

The group that selected the
second option brainstormed
negative biodiversity trends
caused by unsustainable
commodity production. They
provided the following
examples: loss of habitat;


http://nbsapforum.net/
https://twitter.com/nbsapforum?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/NBSAPForum/
http://nbsapforum.net/
https://twitter.com/nbsapforum?lang=en

decrease in ecological
function; loss of genetic
diversity of agricultural
crops; loss of crop wild
relatives across the globe;
and the growing trend of
unsustainable land cover
management practices.

For the third option,
participants gave examples
of nationally consumed or
produced commodities that
have negative impacts on
biodiversity, including
sugarcane production in
Mauritius, Indonesia, Brazil,
India; palm oil in Malaysia
and Solomon Islands;
genetically modified crops
in United States and Canada:;
avocado production in
Mexico; mining and
extraction in South Africa;
olive oil and paper industries
in Portugal; coffee
production in India;
livestock in USA; tobacco
production in Malawi; paddy
cultivation in Malaysia;
shrimp cultivation in
Bangladesh; and coconut
cultivation in Micronesia.

The Week 1 webinars,
entitled ‘What is Green
Consumption and
Production?’, were given by
Andrew Bovarnick, Global
Head of UNDP’'s Green
Commodities Programme
and UNDP’'s Lead Natural
Resource Economist
(English); James Leslie,
Technical Advisor,
Ecosystems and Climate
Change, UNDP Peru Country
Office (Spanish); and Zuzana
Tollrianova, UNDP
Consultant, Green
Commodities Programme
(French). The webinars
explained different
production practices, as well
as impacts and intervention
strategies to promote
sustainable production. The
experts highlighted some of
UNDP’s major efforts to
support sustainable
consumption and
production.


http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentation-promoting-green-growth-through-sustainable-agriculture
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/pr%C3%A9sentation-promouvoir-la-croissance-verte-gr%C3%A2ce-%C3%A0-la-production-et-au-1
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentaci%C3%B3n-promover-el-crecimiento-verde-mediante-la-producci%C3%B3n-y-el

WEEK 2: SETTING THE FOUNDATION -
PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE
CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION

The second week of the
course explored the
principles of sustainable
consumption and
production (SCP). The lesson
outlined ways of integrating
SCP into the
implementation of National
Biodiversity Strategies and
Action Plans (NBSAPs) and
the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Participants contributed 225
posts and more than 230
homework assignments. For
the weekly homework
assignment and discussion
guestion, participants who
selected Option 1 identified
a range of products that can
be better designed to
support behavioral change
and to promote sustainable
consumption and
production. Examples
included: mobile phones
designed to be easily
recycled; Perforated
Payment Cards that could
save over 9,000,000 kg PVCA
material annually; promoting
availability of rechargeable
batteries at kiosks in local
shops where consumers can
exchange dead batteries
fully charged batteries for a
small fee; insulated kettles;
edible rings for six-packs of
cans; power-aware cords
that highlight personal
energy consumption through
glowing pulses, colors, and
intensity of light;
biodegradable materials in
shoes to reduce plastic
waste upon disposal;

environmentally friendly
toothbrushes; solar powered
windows; fitness tools like
bicycles or treadmills fitted
with devices that produce
clean energy while
exercising.

Participants who selected
Option 2 described the life
cycle of several commodities
including: palm oil, tuna,
yogi chai, cotton, tobacco,
maize, soybean, and plastic
bottles.

Participants who selected
Option 3 documented the
products they consumed in
one day and gave
suggestions for better waste
disposal methods. Examples
of obstacles faced by many
participants in reducing
consumption and waste
included their own personal
and family habits as well as
conflict between needs
versus wants, weak public
transportation systems, and
non-segregated waste
disposal, among others.
Carpools and purchase of
more eco-friendly products
were some additional
suggestions to tackle
overconsumption and waste.
Among the systemic
obstacles, many participants
mentioned the lack of action
by governments and
companies.



The week 2 webinars, entitled ‘Sustainable and Adriana Zacarias, Regional

Consumption And Production: Key to the Coordinator, Resource Efficiency Sub-
SDGs’, were presented by Dr. Garrette programme, UN Environment Programme,
Clark, Sustainable Lifestyles Programme Office for Latin America and the Caribbean
Officer, Consumption and Production Unit, (Spanish).

Economics Division of UN Environment

(English); Farid Yaker, Programme Officer, The webinars introduced the concept of
Sustainable Public Procurement, UN SCP and outlined the roles of policy,
Environment, Economy Division (French); business, and individuals in promoting

sustainable consumption and production.

WEBINAR INSIGHTS

WHICH ENTITY AMONG THE
GOVERNMENT, PRIVATE
SECTORS, AND CONSUMERS HAS
THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON
SUSTAINABILITY PRACTICES?

Government, the private sector, and
consumers are relevant stakeholders that
need to be involved in order to make
progress on SCP. As we have yet to see
sustainability proactively addressed in
business schools, entrepreneurs are
generally not trained to concentrate on
eco-innovation. However, millennials have
shown an affinity towards sustainability
practices. Currently, the global
consumption and production systems are
based on pro-consumption marketing that
dating back to the 1950s, when the private
sector first targeted young consumers
using an aggressive consumption strategy.
There is now increasing opportunity to
communicate the importance of
sustainable consumption to millennials
around the world through the Internet and
social media.



http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentation-sustainable-consumption-and-production-key-sdgs
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/pr%C3%A9sentation-consommation-et-production-durables-cl%C3%A9-des-sdg
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentaci%C3%B3n-consumo-y-producci%C3%B3n-sostenibles-clave-para-los-sdg

WEEK 3: UNDERSTANDING THE
INTERNATIONAL POLICY FRAMEWORK
FOR GREENING CONSUMPTION AND

PRODUCTION

The third week of the course
explored the 10-Year
Framework of Programmes
on Sustainable Consumption
and Production Patterns
(TOYFP) and focused on the
policies, laws, and other
tools utilized by
governments, businesses,
and civil society to create a
hospitable environment for
SCP and to bring natural
resource and biodiversity use
within sustainable limits.

Participants contributed 200
posts and more than 150
homework assignments.
Participants who selected
Option 1 for the homework
assignment identified
regional working groups and
national focal points in their
respective country and
region involved in TOYFP.

Participants who selected
Option 2 successfully
developed pitches to CEOs
of prominent companies on
the need to account for their
natural and social capital in
order to enhance their
bottom line. Interesting
insights from these pitches
included: integrating social
and environmental well-
being into core business
strategy; looking at the
supply chain as an extension
of the company’'s workforce
and setting expectations for
best practices across supply
chain; impact investing of
funds into projects that
align with company’s
strategic objectives, while
delivering conservation and

development benefits;
building capacities of
departmental heads and
workforce through online
courses, webinars,
workshops; and enhancing
social networks internally to
ensure employee motivation
and innovation. Many
participants suggested that
behavioral change would
result in recovered trust with
stakeholders and reduced
legal and reputational risks.
One of the participants
shared an example of
business and development
partners coming together to
tackle SDG 12.3 on WRI's
Champions page here.

In the week’'s discussion
forum, participants gave
examples of the challenges
and opportunities for
utilizing the SCP
Clearinghouse to facilitate
SCP, which included:
encouraging private sector
participation; facilitating
information campaigns to
clarify that SCP does not
inherently have costs for
private enterprises;
improving public knowledge
on the SCP Clearinghouse
Platform for a greater buy-in
on SCP principles;
encouraging inclusion of
SCP principles and lifecycle
thinking into eco-innovative
startups; adding a section on
environmental law and trade
agreements within the SCP
Clearinghouse to allow
better understanding of
benefits enjoyed by multi-
national corporations; and
providing more specific


http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentaci%C3%B3n-consumo-y-producci%C3%B3n-sostenibles-clave-para-los-sdg
https://champions123.org/the-champions/
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentaci%C3%B3n-consumo-y-producci%C3%B3n-sostenibles-clave-para-los-sdg
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentaci%C3%B3n-consumo-y-producci%C3%B3n-sostenibles-clave-para-los-sdg

information on various SCP working groups
including its members, upcoming meetings
and level of activity.

Examples of national actions towards SCP
provided by the course participants
included signing of several international
legal and policy instruments that support
SCP principles, such as the Convention on
Biological Diversity; providing enabling
policy, regulatory and institutional reforms
through Country Vision documents (Kenya),
Switch Africa Green (Kenya, Ghana), and
Green Growth Framework (Fiji); action
plans or special programmes embedded in
wider umbrella policies (Indonesia, Mexico,
Colombia, Laos, Zambia). Lack of political
will, lack of funding, and the absence of an
assigned focal point for TOYFP were
considered as some of the challenges in
implementing global commitments and
actions towards SCP.

The Week 3 webinars, entitled ‘The 10-Year
Framework of Programmes on Sustainable
Consumption & Production’, were given by
Charles Arden-Clarke, Head, 10YFP
(English); Fabienne Pierre, Program Officer,
Knowledge Platform and Partnerships,
10YFP Secretariat (French); and Katie Tuck,
Associate Programme Officer, National
Focal Point, 10YFP Secretariat (Spanish).

The webinars provided key information on
sustainable consumption and production
approaches and the 10YFP, detailing its
platforms and network of nearly 700
actors. The webinars also highlighted the
work of partners acting together within the
six TOYFP ‘accelerators’, and the activities
conducted to support countries in shifting
towards sustainable patterns of
consumption and production.

WHAT TYPE OF INITIATIVES IS
THE 10YFP ENGAGING WITH TO
PROMOTE COOPERATION AMONG
COUNTRIES?

The TOYFP held an SCP knowledge sharing
conference in May 2017 in Brasilia with the
financial support of the Brazilian Ministry
of Environment on South-South
Cooperation. The conference focused on
enhancing cooperation between Africa and
Latin America and the Caribbean on issues
related to SCP. The Conference was very
well received and there is a continued
effort to promote such cooperation.
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http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentation-10-year-framework-programmes-sustainable-consumption-and-3
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/pr%C3%A9sentation-le-cadre-d%C3%A9cennal-des-programmes-de-consommation-et-de
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentaci%C3%B3n-el-marco-de-10-a%C3%B1os-de-programas-sobre-consumo-y-producci%C3%B3n

DEVELOPED ECONOMIES ARE
CONSIDERED TO BE THE
EPICENTER OF CONSUMPTION
WHILE THE DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES LAG BEHIND. HOW
CAN THIS DICHOTOMY BE
ADDRESSED, AND HOW CAN
INDIVIDUALS FROM DEVELOPED
ECONOMIES BE MOTIVATED TO
IMPROVE CONSUMPTION AND
PRODUCTION PRACTICES?

One of the ways to ensure implementation
of TOYFP and SDGC 12 (Responsible
Consumption and Production) is to appoint
a developed country as a leader of SCP.
This idea of leadership from developed
countries is two-fold: leadership by
example as well as leadership in terms of
lending support to developing countries.
Several developed countries are making
progress in this regard, although not at a
large enough scale. For example, the
European Union has a circular economy
and pursues policies focused on making
production more resource-efficient and
changing the lifestyle of consumers in the
north. There are also NGOs like Worldwide
Fund for Nature (WWF) and World
Resources Institute (WRI) that are working
on sustainable supply chains. These, too,
have several success stories at a small
scale. Part of the mandate of TOYFP is to
help institutions like these to scale up their
impact, in addition to delivering
operational support from north to south.
The biggest challenge we face today is
changing consumption patterns. Since the
Earth Summit in 1992, more effort has been
placed into promoting sustainable
production than sustainable consumption.
Work needs to be accomplished at both
the global scale and particularly in
developed countries. There is hope that
some of the collaborations forged in the
10YFP will be able to accomplish this.
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WEEK 4: GREENING KEY PRODUCTION
SECTORS - AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY

AND FISHERIES

The fourth week of the
course discussed ways of
integrating SCP into key
production sectors.
Participants identified entry
points for improving
ecological, economic, and
social sustainability in
subsistence and commercial
agriculture, forestry, and
fisheries.

Participants contributed 200
posts and more than 150
homework assignments.
Participants who selected
Option 1 identified several
positive efforts to encourage
use of eco-labels in food
purchase. These included:
encouraging more
sustainable product and
service selections; engaging
with inter-faith
organizations to promote
the use of sustainably
produced goods; and
providing subsidies and tax
breaks to producers and
customers who promote fair-
trade and eco-labels.
Empowering customers and
manufacturers to make
environmentally supportive
decisions can reduce the
need for regulation: one of
the participants suggested
that it may be ideal to
certify retail stores
effectively easing the
consumer responsibility to
be informed about every
choice they make. Instead,
they could align

their principles with specific
retailers.

Participants shared some
challenges in using eco-
labels in food purchase and
consumption, as well as

strategies that would make
eco-labels more effective.
The challenges included the
fact that decision-making is
strongly influenced by
product pricing and the
difficulty to choose between
fair-trade and organic
products. Participants stated
that many products are
either one or the other, but
rarely both - leading to a
dilemma when forced to
choose between the two.
Identified strategies that
would make eco-labels more
effective included:
increasing public awareness;
encouraging producers to
get eco-labels for their
products through incentives
and subsidies; engaging
high-profile champions to
influence consumer
consumption behavior;
greater emphasis on buying
local produce; supporting
South-South trade;
supporting small producer
associations and placing
greater emphasis on
education and awareness
raising amongst consumers;
promoting certifications
(like WWF) that support
different aspects of
ecosystems and
biodiversity.

Participants who selected
Option 2 shared over 70
assignments contributing
maps of key biodiversity
areas in their country
using Data Basin. They
discussed maps that can
contribute to NBSAPs and
national development
planning processes,
highlighting examples
from Malaysia, Zimbabwe,




Solomon Islands, the United States of
America, the Philippines, South Africa,
Ghana, Fiji, and Kenya, among others.
Advantages of using maps in NBSAPs and
national development planning include
their contribution to visualizing,
summarizing and communicating the
spatial and temporal distribution of natural
resources, threats to biodiversity, human-
wildlife conflict areas, and identifying
areas that may require urgent attention to
mitigate possible negative impacts.

The Week 4 webinars were hosted by
experts from different organizations. In

the English webinar, Corey Brinkema,
President, and Brad Kahn, Communications

SINCE SMALL AND MEDIUM-
SIZED COMPANIES MAY FIND IT
CHALLENGING TO MEET FSC
CERTIFICATION STANDARDS,
HOW DOES FSC ENCOURAGE
SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED
COMPANIES TO FOLLOW FSC
STANDARDS?

During the early adoption stage, the
players who registered in the certification
system were larger and more
industrialized. However, FSC’'s top priority
in terms of strategic planning is to increase
the number of smallholders who are
accessing the FSC certification. There has
already been significant success in
engaging small landowners, community
forest managers, and local organizations in
these processes. The organization also
offers FSC certification for small-medium
forests so that the certification can be
structured to work with the different
models used to manage such forests.

Director from the Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) US, explained the role of the
Forest Stewardship Council in responsible
forest management. In the French webinar,
Nicolas Petit, Senior Commodities Advisor,
UNDP Green Commodities Programme,
discussed ways of making key production
sectors sustainable, using the example of
palm oil in Papua New Guinea. In the
Spanish webinar, Ménica Borrero, Regional
Consultant, UN Environment, highlighted
the importance of eco-innovation in
business in order to motivate companies to
assess risks and sustainability
opportunities for sustainability in their
value chain.

Research has shown that smallholders in
the Amazon are able to earn a premium for
FSC certification large enough to justify the
commitment and effort required to
maintain such certification. FSC also offers
a group certification program that allows
landowners to share costs along the
landscape, which lowers the barriers to
attaining this certification. The
organization is also working on providing
technical support to smallholders,
especially in the tropical region.
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http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentation-greening-consumption-and-production-forest-products
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/pr%C3%A9sentation-comment-rendre-%C3%A9cologiques-les-secteurs-de-production-cl%C3%A9s-le-0
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/presentaci%C3%B3n-cadenas-de-valor-sostenibles-y-eco-innovaci%C3%B3n-3

WEEK 5: CONNECTING PRODUCTION
AND CONSUMPTION - SUSTAINABLE
COMMODITY SUPPLY CHAINS

The fifth week of the course
explored the concept of
sustainable commodity
supply chains (SCSCs), and
discussed several key
commodities and their
typical supply chains.
Through discussion
guestions and homework
assignments, participants
considered how to redesign
supply chains in their
country to contribute to
greener production and
consumption, NBSAPs, and
SDGs.

Participants contributed 140
posts and more than 130
homework assignments.
Participants who selected
Option 1 shared some
examples of major
commodities produced or
consumed in their countries:
wheat in India; gold in
Ghana; sugar cane in the
United States of America;
cattle in Northern Ireland
and the United States of
America; salmon in Scotland;
and hazelnut in Turkey.
Participants shared their
findings on the status and
trends in the production or
consumption of these
commodities over the past
10 years.

Participants who selected
Option 2 shared their
insights on the role of
businesses in facilitating and
implementing SCSCs and
SCP. Examples included
complying with international
and national laws,
regulations, policies,
guidelines and standards
that are relevant to SCP

and SCSCs; selecting
sustainable sources of raw
materials and services;
supporting capacity building
through education and
awareness programmes for
management staff, field
employees and vendors to
facilitate good practices
related to SCP and SCSCs;
and supporting global
environmental platforms to
promote SCSC or SCP
agenda. Participants
highlighted that businesses
can also support SCSCs and
SCP by sharing data
showcasing that sustainable
approaches are more cost-
effective and create an
image around sustainable
goods through marketing
campaigns.

Participants also shared
examples of multinational or
national companies that
have made a public
commitment to green
production and
procurement. These
included Ocean Basket in
South Africa, which is
committed to procuring all
seafood from aquaculture
operations by 2020; Nigerian
breweries, which, by
sourcing their raw materials
locally, have improved the
livelihood opportunities for
local communities; Kenya
Tea Development Authority;
and a tomato production
company in South Africa
that is building the capacity
of local communities and
small farmers through
climate risk and adaptation
trainings.




Participants recognized the role of
governments in the broader
implementation of SCP and SCSCs through
education and awareness as well as
through tax incentives, market regulations,
and certification. An interesting concept
discussed by one participant was the
‘sharing economy’. The sharing economy is
based on a culture of access, use, and re-
circulation of used goods as alternatives to
traditional private ownership. Examples
include Yerdle, Freecycle, Airbnb,
Couchsurfing, HubCulture, Citizen Space,
co-housing, Toolshare, Time banking, the
maker movement, P2PU, and Skillshare.

The week 5 webinars were hosted by
experts from diverse institutions.

WHAT IS IKEA DOING TO CLOSE
ITS PRODUCTION PROCESS
LOOP?

Circular economy forms the core of IKEA's
philosophy and business model. IKEA
recognizes closing the loop not just as a
sustainability issue, but also as a business
one in terms of cost-saving. As the
company is heavily reliant on raw
materials, it is currently exploring
initiatives such as making the majority of
its procurement from recycled materials,
developing structures where customers can
return used products to the company for
disassembly and use in future products,
and service solutions such as
refurbishment and repairs. Scaling up such
initiatives is the next big step in the
company’s agenda.

In the English webinar, Simon Henzell-
Thomas, Sustainability Leader, Inter IKEA
Group, spoke on IKEA's sustainability
strategy - People & Planet Positive. In the
French webinar, Sandra Averous-Monnery,
Programme Officer at the UN Environment,
discussed the importance of eco-
innovation in business in order to motivate
companies to assess risks and
sustainability opportunities in their value
chain. In the Spanish webinar, Mauricio
Castro Schmitz, Lands Manager, The Nature
Conservancy, explored solutions and
challenges in realizing sustainable
agriculture at the levels of production,
consumption, and policy.
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WEEK 6: MAINSTREAMING
BIODIVERSITY AND SCSCsSINTO
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Week 6 emphasized that
integrating SCSCs into
national development
planning is an important
tactic for biodiversity
conservation. The week’s
required online lessons
highlighted that commodity
production, supply chains,
and consumption are all
dependent on biodiversity
and natural resources and
play a strong role in national
economic development and
human well-being. Through
online discussions and
homework assignments,
participants investigated the
extent to which biodiversity
is mainstreamed into key
sectors of their respective
countries; and how Parties
to the Convention on
Biological Diversity are using
SCSCs to integrate
biodiversity into their
respective NBSAPs.

Participants contributed 140
posts and more than 100
homework assignments.
Participants who selected
Option 1 highlighted that
conscious changes in their
lifestyle led to reduction in
their ecological footprint by
large margins. Participants
also documented several
greener alternatives
available to support a
sustainable lifestyle that are
cost-effective and not
restrictive. Several
participants also highlighted
the role of education and
advocacy in raising
awareness about SCP
principles, as well as the
importance of
mainstreaming biodiversity

into national development
planning processes, laws,
policies, and regulations.
Participants noted that such
efforts are vital for changing
public attitudes and
influencing the behavior and
practices of corporations
and governments.

Participants who selected
Option 2 shared examples of
implementing SCP through
their country’s NBSAPs.
These included: establishing
a national commodity
platform; developing
commodity-related land use
plans; promoting
certification of sustainable
commodities; promoting
SCP demand in the
marketplace through
procurement requirements
of SCP; and creating a
national SCP programme or
action plan that provides a
framework for systemic
thought across sectors.

Participants who selected
Option 3 provided examples
of ways to reduce harm to
biodiversity through SCP.
These included: collecting
data on various threatened
species for the purposes of
monitoring and evaluation;
developing co-management
models that encourage local
communities to participate
in sustainable harvest and
provide alternate livelihoods
during off-season;
establishing a collaborative
SCP platform with
representation from all
stakeholders to exchange
views, information, and



review existing policy instruments, and
regulations; supporting certification
schemes that promote biodiversity
conservation; providing greater consistency
between different standards and
certification schemes regarding indicators
for biodiversity; and conducting
comprehensive analysis of domestic and
international supply chains and
commodities, initiated by governments, to
identify where certification is important
but not yet applied.

The Week 6 webinars were hosted by
several different experts in the field.

Kifah Sasa, Sustainable Development
Program Officer, UNDP Costa Rica Country
Office, presented during both the English
and Spanish webinars on opportunities and
challenges in addressing the

WEBINAR INSIGHTS

IN A HIGHLY CENTRALIZED

ECONOMY WHERE PRODUCTION
AND TRADE ARE MONOPOLIZED
BY GOVERNMENT OR OCCUR

THROUGH JOINT VENTURES

environmental and social externalities in
the agricultural production sector while
developing an NBSAP. In the French
webinar, Laurent Mesbah, UNDP, provided
a review of the Seychelles’ NBSAP revision,
highlighting how it enabled integration of
biodiversity into the country's main
development sectors. In the Spanish
webinar Guillermo E. Zuiniga Chaves,
BIOFIN Team Leader, UNDP Costa Rica, and
Ana Lucia Orozco, Specialist, Biodiversity
and Adaptation, Ecosystems, UNDP Costa
Rica, reviewed Costa Rica’'s experience in
integrating biodiversity into development
planning.

Taking both approaches simultaneously
would be ideal in the case of such
economies. In a situation of domestic
production and consumption, it is feasible
for a democratic dialogue to take place.
This ensures that the interest of the buyer

BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND allgns with sustalnablllty issues, which is a

TRANSNATIONAL COMPANIES, IS
NEGOTIATING WITH THE PRIVATE

SECTOR FOR RESPONSIBLE

PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION

BETTER THAN BUILDING A
DIALOGUE WITH THE
GOVERNMENT?

common interest shared by all. However, a
national platform can still be useful since
the interests of buyers are not necessarily
aligned with those of producers, even in
the same state. Competitiveness today has
grown to include the reduction of
reputational risk, and this applies to both
the public and private sector. In
centralized economies like Central Asian
countries and ex-Soviet Union states, there
is again a need to negotiate with both the
private sector and the government because
there will still be a significant percentage
of trade occurring with commodity
sectors.
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SELECTED
ASSIGNMENTS

Course facilitators reviewed and selected the best homework assignments each week, which
were shared with other course participants through social media. See below for some of the
highlights from each week.

WEEK 1: WHAT IS GREENING CONSUMPTION AND
PRODUCTION?

Ecological Footprint at the beginning of the Course

Which areas of your Footprint are the largest?
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Your Ecological Footprint...

i everyone lived the same Lifestyle as you, we would require
the regenerative capacity of 2.1 planets sach year.

How does your Foolprint compare?

To support your Lifestyle, it takes 3.8 global hectares of the
Earth's productive area.
il Enary et
e O
ity ek
Furn Lind
Bt ap et
Finpuryg grwnad

vy
s

-

°

L%
global
hectares
Parssnal Totsl
Ecnlagicad Ecsiegical
Foatprant Fantpring
| :

Your Ecological Footprint

How do | change my Fooltprint?

How can we all live well within the
means of one planet?

Ecological Footprint 6 weeks later

Your Ecological Footprint...
It everyons lived the same |itestyle as you, we would require
the regenerative capacity of 1.4 planats each year.

Which areas of your Footprint are the largest?
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When | started the course my Ecological Footprint was at 2.1
| made a few changes to my lifestyle and six weeks later, my ecological footprint is at 1.4.




WEEK 2: SETTING THE FOUNDATION - PRINCIPLES OF
GREEN CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION

CYCLE DE VIE DU PRODUIT CAFE
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Lifecycle of Cotton Yarn and Its Product

t) LIFE CYCLE

reuse COTTON YARN

WEEK 3: UNDERSTANDING THE INTERNATIONAL POLICY

FRAMEWORK FOR GREENING CONSUMPTION AND
PRODUCTION

Showcase which industries are interested in which
5D@Gs...




: “Who is doing what, where” the live dashboard
# can map the SDGs businesses are engaging
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Coffee: The unsung element
of the high carbon food
world

Trick question: What is consumed by g90% of
adults and involves 25 million in the production

=¢ Carbon footprint

®

Black coffee (per cup) 21g of CO2

Latte (per cup)

11b of coffee from EL
Salvador creates COZ
equivalentof 111b
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WEEK 5: CONNECTING PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION -
SUSTAINABLE COMMODITY SUPPLY CHAINS

Rice is the main staple food in the Philippines. The average filipino
consumed 119kg rice per in 2010, with increasing trends (rappler). - -
in other words consumption increased from TM Lin 1994 to 14M Lin (RSt RS ELAEE

2014 (Philrice).
(A
wy |
el il Despite being the 9th largest rice produger in the world,
’ 4 accounting for 2,8% of global rice production, the
ki i s Philippines was also the world's largest rice importer in 2010
{2M t).

In order to address the production gap the
government came up with “The Philippine rice
master plan 2008-13—enhancing provincial
rice sell-sufficiency.” This rice master plan
envisionad a 100% salf-sufficiant rice acanamy
through improved rice productivity, and
increased income of rice farmers. This plan
pursues location-specific interventions that can
help farmers achiave higher yield- ofien
howewver at high environmental costs,
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WEEK 6: MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY AND SCSCsINTO
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING
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The majority of the participants expressed
satisfaction with their learning experience
during the MOOC. 95% of English language
participants, T00% of French language
participants, and 97% of Spanish language
participants indicated they were satisfied
or highly satisfied. The highest percentage
of participants heard about the MOOC
through NBSAP Forum course promotions,
word of mouth, or UNDP social media
promotions. An overwhelming majority of
participants (71%) noted that the fact that
the course was available in 3 languages
impacted their decision to take the course.

The majority of participants rated the
course workload and the course difficulty
as ‘just right’. Many noted that the
materials were well-designed and that the
lessons included highly useful information
and presented in a professional manner.
Recommendations included decreasing the
mandatory workload while still offering the
wide range of optional learning materials.

Overall, satisfaction with the content of the
different components of the MOOC ranged
from 4.0 to 4.6 on a1to 5 scale. 94% of
participants noted that course assignments
helped them apply what they learned in
the online lessons.

The majority of participants found the
course facilitators to be available or
extremely available during the course. The
participants were also content with their
engagement level and the level of
interaction with other participants.

Based on the ranking of the level of
understanding of different concepts, the
course has reached its objectives

(see Figure 1, page 28). In all three
languages, participants significantly
increased their understanding of key issues
related to greening production,
consumption, and supply chains from a

biodiversity perspective. Similarly, the
majority have significantly increased their
understanding of the mechanisms to
facilitate sustainable consumption and
production at the international level and in
their own country, and are able to think
critically about their personal resource use
patterns.
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Figure 1. Differences in level of understanding of key course topics before and after the course.

Survey results also illustrate the NBSAP Forum learning programme’s ability to reach and influence
key target groups: nearly half (42%) have the ability to influence policy in their job and an average
of 96% of the respondents who have this ability indicated they will apply what they learned during
the MOOC to influence future policy decisions. Finally, an overwhelming majority (78%) of the
participants noted that they are highly likely to take the next Massive Open Online Course (MOOC)
offered by the NBSAP Forum partnership and highly likely to recommend the next MOOC to a
friend or a colleague.




SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT

Throughout the period of the MOOC, the
NBSAP Forum Facebook page reached over
2,300 individuals weekly. Facebook page
engagement peaked immediately before,
on the day of, and after the webinars. There
was a steady increase in page likes
throughout the MOOC.

The analysis of Facebook audiences showed
a significantly higher engagement level
among women (74% of women compared
to 24% of men), with the largest audience
falling under the age group of 35 to 44,
followed by 25 to 34. Country breakdown
indicates the largest number of followers
coming from the USA, India, Colombia, the
Philippines, and Thailand. Language
analysis, as expected, shows the largest
number of followers among English
speakers, followed by Spanish and French
speakers.

Twitter analysis reveals considerable
growth in the number of followers
corresponding with rollout of the MOOC.
Over a 43-day period of the MOOC, tweets
on the NBSAP Forum twitter page earned

15.4K impressions, with the highest number

~of impressions during the registration

period in May (36.3K). Overall, data shows a
decreasing trajectory in impressions from
May to July, with a brief spike closer to the
end of the MOOC.

Audience demographics for Twitter were
similar those for Facebook. While the
majority of followers were women, the gap
was less significant for Twitter compared to
the one for Facebook (52% female, 48%
male). Age analysis revealed slightly
different results compared to Facebook,
with the largest age group aged 25 to 34
(43%), followed by the group aged 35 to 44
(28%). The geographic distribution shows
that the majority of followers come from
the United States (14%), followed by the UK
(9%), Kenya, and India (5% each).

Finally, the 22 webinar videos (totaling 39
hours of instruction) posted on the NBSAP
Forum Youtube Channel reached 2,765
viewers, and the NBSAP Forum Youtube
Channel gained 138 new subscribers.




Testimonials received from course participants provide qualitative information illustrating the
impact of the MOOC as well as data demonstrating its ability to impact linchpin actors.
Selected testimonials are provided below.

ROY TRIVEDI, RESIDENT COORDINATOR & UNDP REPRESENTATIVE, PAPUA NEW GUINEA

“ am using my learning from the course to better inform some of the things that UNDP is
supporting in PNG including the REDD+ programme, our work on establishing a new
Sustainable Platform on Palm Oil and work on implementing a Protected Areas Policy. | was
also able to share information on the BIOFIN programme with colleagues in the country.
Overall the course has helped me to contribute more to the UNDP team’s work in country. It
has been a pleasure to take part on the course and | thoroughly recommend it to other
colleagues.”

PAULA MORAES, ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYST AT THE MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT OF
BRAZIL, BIODIVERSITY SECRETARIAT

‘| believe that the webinars were very enlightening, with people who have great knowledge
and, in my opinion, these are two relevant points. | will apply this knowledge in my work at
the Ministry of the Environment of Brazil and, since | work with actions of the Ramsar
Convention and biodiversity, the course was very important and will serve as motivation for
me to study more about the subject and also apply it in my own life actions.”

ALBERTO GONZALEZ, PROFESSOR, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES FACULTY, CIENTIFICA DEL SUR
UNIVERSITY, LIMA.

“If there is a distinctive aspect of this course, it has been that it analyzed the topic of
ecological consumption and production from a global, macro and general point of view as
well as from the micro perspective centered on the behavior of people and families. The
methodology of establishing weekly tasks on the topics covered has been an especially
effective medium to turn subjects that can be arid and complex into practical challenges
based on the daily life of businesses and people. This has also been the appropriate course of
action so that each participant can self-assess their own learning.”

CESAR APONTE, PRESIDENT, CASA DE CRONOPIOS ASSOCIATION, VENEZUELA

“My experience in this course is directly applicable to my new training projects as President of
the Casa de Cronopios Association, a professional collective dedicated to the promotion of
sustainability in diverse fields of productive activity in Venezuela.”

ALBERTO GONZALEZ, PROFESSOR, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES FACULTY, CIENTIFICA DEL SUR
UNIVERSITY, LIMA.

“The course analyzed the topic of ecological consumption and production from a global,
macro and general point of view as well as from the micro perspective centered on the
behavior of people and families. The methodology of establishing weekly tasks on the topics
covered has been an especially effective medium to turn subjects that can be arid and
complex into practical challenges based on the daily life of businesses and people.
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LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE
NBSAP FORUM

The NBSAP Forum is the premier location for MOOCs and self-paced e-learning modules
created for policymakers and practitioners working on issues of biodiversity conservation and
sustainable development. In addition to our currently available materials, over the next year,
our e-learning programme will launch courses on a wide variety of topics. Our currently
available self-paced e-learning modules are listed below.

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY SUPPLY CHAINS

Lesson 1: Understanding Sustainable Commodity Supply Chains
Lesson 2: Implementing Sustainable Commodity Supply Chains
Lesson 3: Mainstreaming Sustainable Commodity Supply Chains in NBSAPs

SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION

Lesson 1: Definitions, Principles, and Benefits

Lesson 2: Putting Sustainable Consumption and Production into Practice

Lesson 3: Best Practices for Sustainable Use of Natural Resources in Primary Production
Sectors

Lesson 4: Best Practices for Sustainable Use of Natural Resources in Forestry, Fisheries, and
Aquaculture

UNDERSTANDING RESILIENCE THINKING

Lesson 1: The Anthropocene

Lesson 2: Resilience Thinking

Lesson 3: Introduction to Resilience Assessments
Lesson 4: Defining and Describing the System

Lesson 5: Assessing System Dynamics and Interactions
Lesson 6: Acting on the Assessment

APPLYING RESILIENCE THINKING TO NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY PLANS

Week 1: Resilience thinking and the global agenda
Week 2: Applying resilience thinking to national biodiversity plans
Week 3: Building resilience for protected areas in the context of climate change

If you did not participate in the Greening Consumption and Production MOOC but would like
to access the content created for the course, we invite you to register for the self-paced
version of Greening Consumption and Production here.



http://learningfornature.org/courses/greening-consumption-and-production/
http://learningfornature.org/courses/applying-resilience-thinking-to-national-biodiversity-plans/
http://learningfornature.org/courses/greening-consumption-and-production/

ANNEX

COURSE MATERIALS

I. Course syllabi
- English
* French
* Spanish

II. Meet the Experts

The document introducing Greening Consumption and Production course producers,
facilitators and webinar speakers is available here.

IIl. Promotional materials for the MOOC

- First general promotion (in three languages): https://goo.gl/ObAa71
- Welcome letter (in three languages): https://goo.gl/yw78QJ
- Second general promotion:

o English: https://goo.gl/EWNfPY
o Spanish: https://goo.gl/X4aC8F
o French: https://goo.gl/j1zB5z

- Orientation letter:

o English: https://goo.gl/BDoBtY
o Spanish: https://goo.gl/6 UW5wK
o French: https://goo.gl/h67x3T

- Webinar recording promotions:

o Week 1: https://goo.gl/nNsgmT
o Week 2: https://goo.gl/YWhmSj
o Week 3: https://goo.gl/r9fXcc

o Week 4: https://goo.gl/TKysh6
o Week 5: https://goo.gl/owXuVU
o Week 6: https://goo.gl/T2AcVT

- All Webinar recording promotion (in three languages): https://goo.gl/gKMmGK

- Final two weeks promotion (in three languages): https://goo.gl/EBenyt

- Final week promotion (in three languages): https://goo.gl/7fkqgb

- Finishing Course Reminder promotion (in three languages): https://goo.gl/URCMwi

- Thanks, resources and thanks promotion (in three languages): https://goo.gl/hrnmLu

IV. Additional Resources
Additional resources are available here.



http://nbsapforum.net/search/Advanced%20Syllabus%3A%20Greening%20Consumption%20and%20Production%20MOOC%20I%2031%20May%20-%2012%20July%202017
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/syllabus-avanc%C3%A9-de-l%C3%A9cologisation-de-la-consommation-et-de-la-production-0
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/programa-del-curso-de-consumo-y-producci%C3%B3n-ecol%C3%B3gicos-i-31-de-mayo-al-12-de
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/meet-experts-greening-consumption-and-production-course-producers-0
http://nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/greening-consumption-and-production-massive-open-online-course-additional
http://nbsapforum.net/search/Advanced%20Syllabus%3A%20Greening%20Consumption%20and%20Production%20MOOC%20I%2031%20May%20-%2012%20July%202017
http://nbsapforum.net/search/Advanced%20Syllabus%3A%20Greening%20Consumption%20and%20Production%20MOOC%20I%2031%20May%20-%2012%20July%202017
http://nbsapforum.net/search/Advanced%20Syllabus%3A%20Greening%20Consumption%20and%20Production%20MOOC%20I%2031%20May%20-%2012%20July%202017
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